
 

COUNTRY PROFILES
BARBADOS A Summary of Oil Spill Response Arrangements

& Resources Worldwide

  
 

 

©The International Tanker Owners Pollution Federation Limited (ITOPF) 2005.  
This Country Profile is subject to the accompanying Terms & Conditions. 

Available on the Internet at www.itopf.com/country_profiles 

 

 
 
SPILL NOTIFICATION POINT 

Barbados Coast Guard Tel: +1 246 310 3100 
+1 246 429 7152 
+1 246 427 8819 (24hrs) 

HMBS Pelican Fax: +1 246 228 2371 
Spring Garden +1 246 429 7153 
St Michael Tlx: 2374 DEFENCE WB 
 
COMPETENT NATIONAL AUTHORITY 

Environmental Protection Department Tel: +1 246 310 3600 
NUPW Complex +1 246 310 3601 
Dalkeith Fax: +1 246 228 7103 
St. Michael, BB 14017 Tlx: 386 WB 2222 
 
 
RESPONSE ARRANGEMENTS 

A revised Barbados National Oil Spill Contingency Plan was approved and adopted in 2002 and a 
Barbados National Response Team (BNRT) established with representatives from the Environmental 
Protection Department, Central Emergency Relief Organisation (CERO), Barbados Coast Guard, National 
Conservation Commission, Barbados Port Authority, Coastal Zone Management Unit, Barbados Fire 
Service, Royal Barbados Police Force, Energy Division, Barbados National Oil Company Ltd, Barbados 
National Terminal Company Ltd and the local petroleum industry Marine Oil Spill Action Plan (MOSAP).  
The Director of the Environmental Protection Department is the Chair of the BNRT and the Director of 
CERO is the National Co-ordinator.  The Barbados Coast Guard is the first response agency and on-
scene co-ordinator for marine spill incidents.  The duties of the BNRT include providing collective advice 
and assistance to the OSC so that effective response actions can be formulated and to inform the relevant 
authorities and the public of the actions taken.   
 
A 2007 revision of the National Oil Spill Contingency Plan is expected to be approved and adopted in 
2008. 
 
Government policy is to encourage the spiller to undertake the clean-up. The local oil companies are, 
therefore, required to maintain a response capability for small spills at their installations. Since 
government resources are limited, reliance is placed on industry equipment and manpower to deal with 
spills from other sources. 
 
 
RESPONSE POLICY 

Physical removal of the spilt oil is the primary response method. However, dispersants approved by the 
government can be used in accordance with the BNRT’s draft dispersant use policy. This policy is 
expected to be approved and adopted in 2008. 
 
The priority for shoreline clean-up is to limit the removal of sand, and manual techniques are 
recommended.  
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EQUIPMENT 

Government 
The government owns a small quantity of oil sorbent materials. The Coast Guard and the Port Authority 
own a number of marine vessels which could be used in the event of a spill.  
 
Private 
Simpson Oil Company, Esso, Texaco, the Barbados National Oil Company Ltd., and the Barbados 
National Terminal Company Ltd., have boom, skimmers, dispersant and spraying equipment. Vacuum 
trucks, front-end loaders, etc. are available from commercial contractors.  
 
 
PREVIOUS SPILL EXPERIENCE 

There have been no major spills affecting Barbados although small spills have occurred from routine oil 
transfer operations. 
 
 
CONVENTIONS 
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REGIONAL AND BILATERAL AGREEMENTS 

Cartagena Convention (with states of the Wider Caribbean Region). 
 

 
Date of issue: December 2009 

 
 

 
Terms & Conditions 

 
These Country Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information obtained from a variety of 
sources over a period of time.  This information is subject to change and should, in each case, be independently verified 
before reliance is placed on it. Country Profiles may have been re-issued solely to incorporate additional or revised 
information under one heading only.  Each Profile has therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at 
the stated Date of Issue. 
 
The International Tanker Owners Pollution Federation Limited (“ITOPF”) hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by 
applicable law, any and all liability to any person, corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from 
reliance on or use of these Country Profiles. 
 
©The International Tanker Owners Pollution Federation Limited (ITOPF) 2005. 
 
These Country Profiles may be reproduced by any means for non-commercial distribution without addition, deletion or 
amendment, provided an acknowledgement of the source is given and these Terms & Conditions are reproduced in full.   
 
These Country Profiles may not be reproduced without the prior written permission of ITOPF either for commercial 
distribution or with addition, deletion or amendment. 
 

 


