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SPILL NOTIFICATION POINT 

The Jamaica Defense Force Coast Guard Tel: +1 876 967 8193 (24 hrs) 
HMJS Cagway +1 876 967 8031-3 
Port Royal , Kingston 1 Fax: +1 876 967 8278
 E-Mail: jdfcgopso@yahoo.com 
 
COMPETENT NATIONAL AUTHORITY 

Office of Disaster Preparedness Tel: +1 876 928 1461 
12 Camp Road +1 876 928 5111/4 
Kingston 4 Fax: +1 876 928 5503 
 Tlx: 2418 ODIPERC JA 
 Email: odpem@cwjamaica.com 
 
 
RESPONSE ARRANGEMENTS 

A National Response Team (NRT) has been established under the Contingency Plan, chaired by the 
Director of the Office of Disaster Preparedness (ODP), who in this role is referred to as the National 
Coordinator (NC). 
 
 
RESPONSE POLICY 

Jamaican policy requires the spiller to initiate necessary clean-up measures. However, it is recognised 
that in most ship-source spills those government agencies identified in the contingency plan would have to 
assume this responsibility. No particular strategy has been developed for dealing with spills but given the 
type of equipment available, response is likely to be limited to nearshore areas and shoreline clean-up. 
 
The Jamaican economy is heavily dependent on tourism and so a very high priority is assigned to the 
protection and maintenance of amenity beaches. The use of dispersants, although not ruled out, is 
considered a final option. 
 
Disposal of oily waste can be problematic due to potential contamination of the limestone aquifer by 
leachate. 
 
 
EQUIPMENT 

Government 
The Jamaica Defence Force Coast Guard owns three containers of oil spill equipment currently located at 
Kingston, Montego Bay and Ocho Rios. These containers hold boom, skimmers, pumps and sorbent 
material. The Coast Guard holds similar equipment plus stocks of dispersant at the base in Port Royal 
and can supply vessels and helicopters for monitoring and surveillance. 
 
 
Private 
Petrojam operates a small amount of equipment and dispersant in Kingston, as does Esso in Montego 
Bay. Vacuum trucks, front-end loaders, etc. are available from commercial contractors. A crop-dusting 
company in Oracabessa has aircraft available for conversion to dispersant spraying. 
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PREVIOUS SPILL EXPERIENCE 

In 1981 the tanker ERODONA spilt 600 tonnes of Bunker C after grounding at Port Kaiser. The majority of 
the oil moved out to sea and dispersed naturally. 
 
 
CONVENTIONS 
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REGIONAL AND BILATERAL AGREEMENTS 

Cartagena Convention (with states of the Wider Caribbean Region). 
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These Country Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information obtained from a variety of 
sources over a period of time.  This information is subject to change and should, in each case, be independently verified 
before reliance is placed on it. Country Profiles may have been re-issued solely to incorporate additional or revised 
information under one heading only.  Each Profile has therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at 
the stated Date of Issue. 
 
The International Tanker Owners Pollution Federation Limited (“ITOPF”) hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by 
applicable law, any and all liability to any person, corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from 
reliance on or use of these Country Profiles. 
 
©The International Tanker Owners Pollution Federation Limited (ITOPF) 1999. 
 
These Country Profiles may be reproduced by any means for non-commercial distribution without addition, deletion or 
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